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Accessing Data from E-STAT & STATSCAN

The Education Statistics Canada website http://estat.statcan.ca/ has a wealth of information to support student research.  With over 100 000 pages of content, over 10 000 reports, and thousands of statistical data tables on the website, finding exactly the right information takes proper planning.
SEARCHING FOR STATISTICAL DATA

1. Using CANSIM time series on E-STAT to find data tables and make graphs

There are approximately 2 600 tables and 36 million times series on CANSIM.  Many of these tables are more detailed versions over a longer time period of the same data tables you worked with above in Section 3: Summary Tables. 

a) From the Statistics Canada homepage (www.statcan.ca), scroll down and click on Learning resources on the left sidebar. 

b) On the Learning resources page, click on E-STAT in the coloured box on the right side of the screen.   

c) On the E-STAT page, click on the Accept and enter button. 

Note: You will need a user I.D. and password for home access.  Ask your teacher for this information.

d) Click Search CANSIM in ESTAT.

e) Type in Students in the search field

f) On the Search results page, you can select a table by clicking on the table number.  A specific table such as 110 - 0007 (Time spent watching VCR movies and playing computer games, per week, by students in selected countries, every 4 years (percent)) 
g) How many different activities are provided within this single table? ______  

h) Select the following data from this table: 

· Under Geography, select Select All
· Under Sex, select Male, (We’ll download a table for Males and a table for females)
· Under Age Group, select 15 year olds
· Under Activity, select Play Computer Games
· Under Time Spent, select Select All

· Period Reference – make both years 1998

i) Click on the Retrieve as a table button.

j) Select CSV Comma Separated Values and then click on the Retrieve now button.  You can copy and paste the graph into a word processing document by right-clicking and selecting Copy. 

Or

You can drag the icon from the address bar into Fathom. 

1. Create a graph of Time Spent Vs. Value (Do you remember what the value means?)

ESTAT Scavenger Hunt

Using ESTAT, For each topic below: 

· Find an appropriate data table. 

· Create a graph

· Answer all questions. 
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1. CRIME: Find data on the homicide rate per 100000 from 1981 – 2008. 

i. What was the rate per 100000 in 2003?

ii. How many homicides could be expected in 2003 for a population of 300000?

iii. Your graph should look like: 

2. Unemployment Rate as a percent from 2001 to 2009. Use 15 or older for the age group.

i. Why might the unemployment rate be so high in 2009? 

3. Income of individuals from 1980 – 2008

i. Summarize the income over time.

YOUR TURN. 

Using ESTAT, research and find secondary data on your topic. Be sure to fill out a Data Collection sheet for each source you plan on using. 

